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Rani Durgavati Vishwavidyalaya
(Formerly University of Jabalpur)

Jabalpur - 482001 (INDIA)
Syllabus for M.Phil English 2005 Onwards (I Semester)
In framing the syllabus for M.Phil. in English, it has been assumed that the students of this Course are familiar with the growth of the English Language and Literature. The course aims at inculcating in students an awareness of the components of research methodology, elementary linguistics, and literary criticism, and providing them with an in‑depth interpretation of one special author in the first phase. It also seeks to infuse into them the spirit of investigation in the areas of special study in the second and final phase.

The course will be divided into two semesters. The first semester will commence from the month of August each year. Initially, only 10 students will be admitted to this course; the number of seats may be increased if adequate facilities are available in the Department.

This course will be conducted in two parts ‑ "A" and "B". Part "A" will consist of three components of continuous assessment during the First Semester, viz. (1) Seminars, (it) Written tests and (iii) active participation of students assessed by their attendance. This will be followed by three written papers.

(i) Seminars

Every student will be required to present two seminar papers, each of 30 minutes' duration, and will enter into discussions, restricted to 15 minutes cacti. Two teachers of the Department will assess his/her performance.


Seminars will carry 40 Marks.

(ii) Writtten Tests
Three written tests will be compulsory for every student. Tile teachers of each theory paper will conduct one unit test on the paper concerned. Where a theory paper is taught by two or more teachers, the Head of the Department will decide as to who will conduct the written test. This component will carry 40 marks.

(iii) Attendance
This component will carry 20 marks, which will be awarded according to the following rules :‑

(1)
86% and above
20 marks.

(ii)
76%‑85%
16 marks.

(iii)
66%‑75%
12 marks.

(1v)
60%‑65% 
06 marks.

A student with attendance below 60% will not be allowed to take the examination in the theory papers at the close of the semester and will be declared "failed".

Three Written Papers This component will comprise three theory papers each carrying 100 marks. At the close of the First Semester, by the end of February, a term examination shall commence in March each year. To pass this examination a student must secure not less than 50% marks in the aggregate, and not less than 40% marks in any individual question paper. Two of the examiners shall be external.

Part ‑ B : On successful completion of Part‑"A", the students will commence work on their dissertations. They must submit these by the end of June, failing which they will not be considered for the M.Phil. degree of that session. Those students who submit their dissertations after June will, however, be considered for the subsequent M.Phil. examination.

With progress in the teaching of the theory papers of Part‑A a committee of all the teachers of the Department shall decide on appropriate topics for dissertations and on an eligible supervisor for every student. The committee and the supervisors will provide such help and expertise as would enable the students to complete their dissertations in time, i.e. before the end of June. The distribution of marks for the dissertation will be as under.. ‑

(i)
Dissertation 
100 Marks.

(ii)
Viva‑voce 
50 Marks.

A candidate will have to pass separately in Parts A & 'B' The minimum pass marks shall be 50% marks in the aggregate and must not be less than 40% marks in any of the theory papers.


SCHEME

M.PHIL. IN ENGLISH

Total marks: 550
Min. Pass Marks. :275

Part A :

(a)
Continuous assessment during the first Semester

(i)
Two seminars each of 45 minutes duration, including 15 minutes discussion.                                                          40 Marks.

(ii)
Three written tests‑each of one hour:
40 Marks.

(iii)
Attendance ‑

20 Marks.



Total
100 Marks.

(b)

Three Theory papers of 100 marks 



each and of 3 hours duration.
300 Marks.



Total
400 Marks.

Part B :


(i)
Dissertation





100 Marks

(ii)
Viva-Voce on the Dissertation
50 Marks.



Total
150 Marks.



Grant Total
550 Marks



Min. Pass Marks
275 Marks

Paper I

Research Methodology, Elementary Linguistics & Elementary Phonetics, and Modern English Grammar.

This theory paper is divided into three segments, viz: ‑

(A) Research Methodology. 

(B) Elementary Linguistics & Elementary Phonetics

(C) Modern English Grammar and Usage.

Sections A&B will contain three questions each and section C will contain two questions. In all eight questions will be set, and candidates will be required to attempt only five questions, choosing two questions from section A, two from section B and one question from section C.

Section ‑A

Unit ‑I 
Basic Principles of Research: 

(a) 
Preparation of Synopsis. 


(b) 
Collection of Data and Material. 


(c) 
Primary and Secondary Sources. 


(d) 
Analysis of Data and Material. 


(e) 
Quotations and References, their use.

Unit ‑II 
Nature & Fundamental Principles of research: 


(a) 
Problems of method: Survey, Interview & Questionnaire. 


(b) 
Problems of Interpretation. 


(c) 
Problems of Editing. 


(d) 
Textual Criticism.

Section ‑B

Unit III 
Introduction to Linguistics 


(a) 
Linguistics: the Scientific Study of Language (definition of linguistics; what is “scientific”?; what is “studying” a language?) 


(b) 
Traditional approach to linguistics; the structural approach to linguistics; the cognitive approach to linguistics; modern trends in linguistics. 


(c) 
Phonetics and phonology; morphology; syntax; meaning. 


(d) 
Social, psychological and applied perspectives.

Unit‑IV 
Elementary Phonetics


(a)  Need for learning English pronunciation; model for Indian learners of English; Indian and British (RP) varieties of English.


(b)  Phonetic transcription.


(c)  English syllable and its structure; word accent and rhythm in English; use of weak forms; intonation patterns of spoken English.


(d)  Sound segments of English: their production and classification; sound clusters.

Section‑C

Unit‑V
 Modern English Grammar and Usage


(a) 
What is grammar?; Usage: acceptability and grammaticality. 


(b) 
Word study; the basic sentence – patterns; non-basic sentences (interrogatives, negatives, passives, complex sentences); embedding and conjoining. 


(c) 
The Verbal (main verb & auxiliaries; tense aspect, voice; modals: their meanings; multiword verbs.  The Noun Phrase (the basic noun phrase; pre- and post-modifiers ; determiners, article features; pronouns and case; relative clauses and other post-modifiers.  The Relationals (Adjective Phrase; adverb phrase; intensifiers; prepositional phrase). 


(d) 
Grammar, Phonology and Meaning: Proposition, clause and tone group; theme and focus; passivization and clefting..

Note:
Examiners may kindly note that only an elementary knowledge of the above topics is required, as candidates are only introduced to these ideas in the M.Phil. English course.
Books Recommended:

1.
Sandros, Chaney
:
An Introduction to Research in English. New York, The Macmillan Co. 1958.

2.
Hillways, Tyrus
:
Introduction to Research, Foster Young Miffin Co 1956.

3.
Khandelwal, R.L.
:
Research Methodology: A Symposium. Anand,




Vallabh Vidyapeeth, 1978.

4.
Turabair,K.L.
:
A Manual for writers of Term Papers, Thesis




& Dissertation, Chicago, *The University of Chicago.

5.
Gibaldi Joseph
:
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. New




Delhi: Affiliated East West Press Pvt Ltd (6th ed).

6.
Corder, S. Pit.
:
Introducing Applied Linguistics, Middlesex, Penguin, Education 1973.

7.
Halliday and
:
Cohesion in English London: Longman 1976


Hasan R.

8.
Adhikari, M.

:
A Student's Handbook for Writing Research/Term Papers, 2004.

9.
Halliday, M. A. K.
:
Linguistic Sciences and Language Teaching. 1964


McIntosh, A. and Strevens, P.

10.
Hockett, C.F.
:
A Course in Modern Linguistics. New York: Macmillan. 1958

11.
Jones, D;
:
Everyman's English Pronouncing, Dictionary, revised and ed. London Gimson, A.C. and Dent.

12.

Robins, R.H.
:
A Short History of Linguistics. London and New York: Longman, 1979

13.
Searle, JR.
:
Speech Acts. Cambridge Univ. Press, 1969

14.

Randolph Quirk & A.H. Smith. Some Aspects of Style 1959

15. Warner, Alan.
:

A Short Guide to English Style. London: Oxford UP, 1961.

17. 
Jones, D.
:
An Outline of English Phonetics, London Cambridge University, Press.

18. 
Jones, D.
:
English, Pronouncing Dictionary, London: Dent.

19.
 Hill, L.A.
:
Drills and Tests in English Sounds, Longman.

20. 
Halliday, M.A.K.

An Introduction to Functional Grammar.


(2004)

(3rd ed) Arnold, London.

21. 
Gimson, A.C.(2001)
:
An Introduction to the Pronunciation of English, (6th ed) London : Edward Arnold.

22.
O’Connor, J.D.(1970):
Beter English Pronunciation, London: Edward Aronld.

23.
Quirk, R. et al (1995):
A Comprehensive Grammar of English Language London: Longman.

24.
Verma S.K. and
:
Modern Linguistics : An Introduction


N. Krishnaswamy (1989)

25.
Greenhaum, S (1996):
The Oxford English Grammar. Oxford : OUP

26.
Advian Akmajan, et. al (2004) : Linguistics An Introduction to Language and Communication (fifth edition) New Delhi. Prentice Hall of India P. Ltd.

Paper II
Indian and Western Literary Theories, Movement & Ideologies

Notes:  1.  
Two questions will be asked from each Unit, from which candidates will 

have to attempt one (five questions in all).


2.  Examiners may kindly note that only an elementary knowledge of the above topics is required, as candidates are only introduced to these ideas in the M.Phil. English course.
Unit I
Introduction to the basic concepts of the following Indian (Sanskrit) critical schools.


(a) 
Rasa with reference to Bharata's Natyasastra. 


(b) 
Dhvani, with reference to Anandavardhana's Dhvanyaloka. 


(c) 
Alamkara, with reference to Bhamaha's Kavyalamkara. 


(d) 
Vakrokti, with reference to Kuntak.

Unit II
Western Literary Movements: 


(a) 
Classicism and Neo ‑Classicism. 


(b) 
Renaissance and Enlightenment Humanism. 


(c) 
Romanticism. 


(d) 
Realism and Naturalism.

Unit III
Twentieth‑Century Western Critical Schools 


(a) 
New Criticism 


(b) 
Myth Criticism 


(c) 
Deconstruction 


(d) 
Reader‑Response Criticism

Unit IV
Twentieth‑Century Ideologies 


(a) 
Existentialism 


(b) 
Marxism 


(c) 
Feminism


(d) 
Postcolonialism

Unit V
Twentieth‑Century Literary Phenomena 


(a) 
Modernism and Postmodernism. 


(b) 
The Anti-Hero. 


(c) 
Theatre of the Absurd. 


(d) 
New Historicism & Cultural Materialism.

Paper - III

Authors For Special Study


Max. Marks : 100


Candidates will have to choose one of the following authors for special study. Ten questions, two from each Unit, will be asked, and candidates will be required to attempt one question from each unit - in all five.


No passages for explanation will be asked.


(A)
T.S. Eliot


(B)
Amitav Ghosh


(C)
Margaret Atwood

(A) Author For Special Study : T.S. Eliot

Unit I :
Poems

-
"Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock"






The Waste Land.

Unit II :
Poems

-
Ash Wednesday






Four Quartets

Unit III :
Plays

-
The Family Reunion






The Confidential Clerk.

Criticism

Unit IV:
(a)
"The Perfect Critic"



(b)
"Imperfect Critics"



(c)
"Tradition and Individual Talent"



(d)
"The Possibility of a Poetic Drama"

Unit V:
(a)
"Hamlet and his Problems"



(b)
"Blake"



(c)
"Dante"


(d)
"The Metaphysical Poets".

(B)  Author for Special Study
AMITAV GHOSH

Unit I

Novels  
-
The Circle of Reason




    

The Shadow Lines
Unit II
Novels  
-
The Calcutta Chromosome


               
The Glass Palace
Unit III
Social commentary and fiction  -


Countdown

The Hungry Tide, with “A Crocodile in the Swamplands” (Outlook, Oct 18, 2004) and “The Tsunami of December 2004” (from Amitav Ghosh’s website)

Unit IV
Travelogues  
-
In an Antique Land





   

Dancing in Cambodia, at Large in Burma
Unit V
Essays 


The Imam and the Indian:



“The Ghosts of Mrs Gandhi”



“Empire and Soul: a review of The Baburnama”



“The Diaspora in Indian Culture”

“The March of the Novel through History: the Testimony of my Grandfather’s Bookcase”

“ ‘The Ghat of the only World’: Agha Shahid Ali in Brooklyn”

“The Hunger of Stones”

 Bibliography

See Amitav Ghosh’s website <www.amitavghosh.com>

(C)  Author for Special Study
MARGARET ATWOOD

Unit I

Short stories
-
Wilderness Tips







Dancing Girls

Unit II
Novels 

-
The Edible Woman





Surfacing



Unit III
Novels

-
The Handmaid’s Tale





Oryx and Crake
Unit IV
Novels

-
Lady Oracle





Alias Grace







The Blind Assassin

Unit V
Poetry

-
Selections from The Journals of Susanna 

Moodie and Selected Poems
Bibliography

By Margaret Atwood

Life Before Man

Bodily Harm

Cat’s Eye

Good Bones

The Robber Bride

Survival: A Thematic Guide to Canadian Literature

Second Words

Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer on Writers

Procedures for Underground

Power Politics

You are Happy

Two-Headed Poems

Selected Poems II

Morning in the Burned House

For reference books, please see the Margaret Atwood website

